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The core is universal; that is, all students are required
to enroll for the sanme institutionally required courses; there
are a fewoptions allowed, but far fewer than in the past. The
overarching rationale for this change was that all students woul d
benefit fromcertain content/skill courses and that comon shared
academ c experiences woul d add positive neaning to an UWP
degr ee.

(ne suggested change to the new core policy that was not
adopted by the University Senate that | believe is inportant is:
requiring students to finish all core courses early on in their
university matriculation. It is recognized that students' full-
time/part-tinme status, daily and hourly schedul e needs, specific
maj or programrequirements, course scheduling idiosyncrasies, and
students' personal proclivities prevent any single rigid process
for scheduling core classes; however, there are benefits to
taking core courses as early as one can do to pronote students'
havi ng greater options later in their academc careers when skil
and know edge refi nements seem appropri ate and when such
speci al i zed course offerings cone only once.

There are tangi bl e benefits to students, faculty, and the
institution derived fromstudents taking their core requirenmentd
early in their matriculation. Students would benefit by havi ng
skills devel oped or sharpened as early as possible. Conputing,

witing, speaking, and other skills are commonly required in



future major, mnor, and elective courses; in internships and
practica; as well as later in vocational/professional careers.
Courses ai ned at devel opi ng or sharpening such skills are diluted
in their purpose if they are taken after much of their

pedagogi cal need has passed. Not only are skills needed in a
utilitarian sense, they can be best understood and appreci at ed
when practically applied, which is inpossible when such skill
courses are taken after courses offering such application and
reflection.

Know edge gained in core courses hel p students conprehend
rational es, cause-effects, and inplications of material |earned
in courses fromall fields. Taking core courses early in one's
col l ege career aids students in their major/mnor areas of study.

Facul ty nenbers are al so ai ded when students enroll early
for core courses. Al too often, students who delay basic core
course enrol |l nent resent having to sit through basic material;

t hese students sonetines intimdate younger students who do not
possess the academ c skills, backgrounds, and sophi stication

gai ned by many of their nore experienced peers. Sone upper |evel
students taking basic courses take a | ess than serious view of
such courses mani fested by poor attendance, |ackadai sical perfor-
mance, and |less than stellar and valid class/teacher eval uations.

The institution benefits when students take core courses
early in their studies as the enrollnent predictability is nore
stable resulting in less |ikelihood of inappropriate sections of

courses being offered. Wien nunbers of students delay their core



course registrations, their needs skew course offerings to the
detrinment of younger students who face unexpected and unpl anned
filled classes.

Students, potential internship placenent centers, and the
school benefit when students pursue internships having all the
basics conpleted. It is devastating to have an internship site
manager assune students know certain nmaterial or have specific
basic skills only to discover sone students do not have them
Both the student and the university lose in that scenario.

Students, faculty, and the university benefit in tangible
ways by having students take their core courses as early as
practicable. The core was chosen based upon what the faculty
determned were the building blocks that all students ought to

possess before enbarking on their majors and m nors.



