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Too frequently, students have not |earned or have forgotten
how to and why to docunent external influences in their witing
and speaking. Any tinme others' ideas are borrowed by us to nake
a point, bolster an argunent, or to enhance our own work, we are
tacitly obliged to acknow edge such assi stance. 1 Academ cs have
atermfor violating this expectation: pl agiarism Plagiarism
can be reasonably equated with intellectual theft; the claimng,
albeit inplicitly, of others' ideas and efforts as one's own. 2

G ting what work included in our efforts belongs to others
has several benefits: (a) such citation allows the audience to
locate the entirety of those sources an author/speaker enploys as
evi dence, support, or influence so that the context and content
of that influence or content can be examned for the purpose of
determni ng whether or not the reader/listener agrees with the
witer's/speaker's use of such sources; (b) such citations offer
insights as to the tineliness, cogency, breadth, and rel evance of
support/influence clained by an aut hor/speaker. VW& can |learn
much by anal ysis of nessage nakers' choice of support and infl u-
ence; and (c) such citations allow readers/|isteners opportuni-

ties to expand their own understandi ng of ideas by including

1 see especially the Publication Manual of the Anerican
Psychol ogi cal Association, 4th ed. 1994, pp. 292-93.

2 At UWl, plagiarismis punishable in various ways,
dependi ng upon instructor and/or student conduct code
prerogatives: failure of an assignnent, failure for a
course, being placed on probation, or expul sion from
the university.



referenced works in their know edge base.

Too often, students mstake the obligation to cite sources
toonly direct quotes. Wile quotations are to be acknow edged,
par aphrases, process, blueprints, procedures, scientific experi-
ments, TV show transcripts, courtroomtestinony, and artistic
interpretations, etc. nust al so be acknow edged. Sone i nforna-
tion falls into the category of "public know edge." Such infor-
mation as: Col unbus sailed to North Anerica in 1492, the val ue of
pi is 3.1416, and the sun "rises" in the east are exanpl es of
publ i c know edge. Such clains as: Roger Bannister was the first
hurman recorded to run one mle in under four mnutes; butterflies
and noths are both categorized as | epidoptera; and there is a
three step approach to rational enotive therapy all nust be
acconpani ed by verifying/ supporting docunentation in the form of
an end/foot note or simlar acknow edgenent to readers/l|isteners.

Footnotes or endnotes are famliar and common ways to al ert
readers to the sources of information or influence. There are
several formats for end/foot notes. These formats vary by one's
di sci pline, publication demands, and professor expectations. Any
met hod of citation, to be thorough and totally useful, has to
point the reader/listener to the exact source of the information
to all ow those who wish to to share and validate the citation

Gtations nmust be accurate, thorough, and detailed. It is a
roadmap to the information or influence that the witer/speaker
is disclosing to the audience. |Inaccurate, inconplete, or vague
citations are of little use to audi ences and can be naddeni ng.

It is unethical to fail to conpletely divul ge the sources you



enpl oy in your witing/speaking.

Wen | wote ny dissertation, | came across a published
claimthat seemngly added to a belief I had and whi ch needed
greater support to be used in ny work. | was excited and endeav-
ored to locate the original source. Aas, the citation was
ei ther inaccurate, msplaced, or fabricated and | |ost a great
deal of tinme and suffered frustration due to this problem | was
forced to abandon ny desired claimdue to a dearth of support for
it. | noted the author's nane so | could be nore retrospect when
and if | encountered another potentially exciting source witten
by hi m agai n.

| mention "influence' in addition to informati on as needi ng
to be acknow edged. Sone exanples follow | acknow edge to ny
students, when information in ny class notes, |ectures, and
handouts, are influenced by coll eagues or former students. The
idea to include personal journals in sone of ny courses canme from
a col |l eague and a forner student who had experienced this |earn-
ing tool in other classes; 2 | acknow edge these contributions
even though | enploy a slightly different approach than did they
for assignnents. The process needs to be acknow edged as havi ng
influenced ny work. M decision to record |letter grades and to
calculate final grades the way | do is a choice | learned froman
Educati onal Research professor | had in graduate school and this

approach deserves to be acknow edged when | explain or defend ny

3 Thanks to Professor Eneritus Charles Q Tucker of
Northern Illinois University who, in 1978, enpl oyed
student personal journaling in a class | attended and
to Ms. Anne Chaprman who, as a student of mne, reawak-
ened ny awareness of journals in 1994



gradi ng procedure. *

The worth of sone readi ngs may be assessed whil e perusing
the sources cited list, another formof docunentation. |[If, for
exanple, | see a purported up-to-date scholarly article on gender
issues in classroomsettings and fail to see at | east sone of the
20 or so scholars' nanes as referenced authors from educati on,
communi cati on, psychol ogy, soci ol ogy, physical education, and
anthropology, | likely will not consider that piece as | expect a
wel | read, contenporary scholar to have read and been infl uenced
in some way from sone of the major gender theorists. | cannot,
i n good conscience, demand that ny favorite sources be cited by
ot hers; however, | can reasonably expect that al nost all mnajor
schol ars' work has been used or rebutted by ot her speakers/
aut hors maki ng maj or points in controversial issues.

D ana Hacker's Bedford Handbook for witers; Mdern Language
Associ ation [ MLA], the Anerican Psychol ogi cal Association [ APA],
and the Chicago Manual of Style are four style formats enpl oyed
by academcs. The manuals | amfamliar with contain exanpl es of
suggest ed docunentation fornmats as well as a well witten ratio-
nal es and expl anati ons of docunentation's function and purpose.
| suggest students seek out a major field professor and discuss
the style options typically used and then read the appropriate
style manual 's expl anation and fornat exanples. This allows you

to properly and ethically cite sources in your own worKk.

4 Thanks to Professor Eneritus Paul N em of Northern
I1linois University for his grading insights passed to
me in 1980.



