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Know edge is like a mghty river; it draws its waters from
di verse sources. Varied know edge sources conbi ne form ng
streans of consciousness, rivers of thought. This essay exam nes
t hree knowl edge base sources: (1) personally acquired know edge;
(2) created know edge; and (3) borrowed know edge. Each of these
is inportant inits ow right and these know edge bases often are
i nterm ngl ed when conpl ex issues are westled wth.

Personal know edge originates within the individual. W
observe events, actions, and peopl e; experience enotions, event
consequences, and social interactions; draw personal inferences
frominconpl ete data and nake concl usi ons fromwhat we perceive
to be nore conplete data; and enjoy inspirational insights from
time to tine. Chers will never know what our personal know edge
repertoire is unless we disclose to others what we know.

O eated knowl edge is that produced by individuals that woul d
not exist without our efforts. Such new know edge as: scientific
experinment results, statistical analysis output; elicited inter-
view i nformation; or tel ephone, nail, or face-to-face question-
naire results are typical created data bases. Not all created
know edge is anticipated at the start. Unexpected results often
arise and surprise us. Mny results fromcreative endeavors go
unnoticed, only partially interpreted, or are left unreported due
to observer indifference. Results of experinents, interviews, or
guestionnai res nust be observed, recogni zed, judged as inportant

and recorded to be known by ot hers.



Bor roned knowl edge i ncl udes conpil ati ons created, recorded,
and di scovered by others. These include such sources as: books,
nmagazi nes, newspapers, journals, research reports, mcroforns,
dissertations, diaries, panphlets, filns, audi o recordi ngs,

vi deot apes and conputer data base output. Any information,

i nference, experience, observation, or experinent nmade by anot her
and reported or recorded by another falls into this category and
nmust ethically be docunented when used. Qhers' work nust be
credited by future users. You cannot claimanother's work as
your own whether in part or in whole. Putting others' work into
your own words or quoting it directly without telling others
where it canme fromis plagiarism an offense likely to get you
into serious trouble and likely to nake others distrust you in
the future.

VW often conbi ne knowl edge forns to understand, verify, or
expand upon our understanding of our world. Such conbi nations
as: (magazine information + experinent results + insight); (book
clains + questionnaire insights + experiences) are typical know
| edge mxtures that help us understand and contri bute to new
know edge. Knowl edge comes with hard work, not by waiting for it

to cone to us.



