VWhat |s An Academi c "M nor ?"
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Uni versities have a specialized | anguage that is not always
clearly explained to newconers. This can be tragi c since new
col l ege students are expected to nmake nmature, inportant decisions
that inpact their future lives. In the university's lexicon, is
the term "mnor." This essay explains what a mnor is and how
it isinportant to a college student's future.

First, it is inportant that the term "major" is understood.
A mjor is the area of study a student chooses to devel op nost
strongly. Typical najors consunme one third of students' college
course work; averagi ng about 12-15 courses. Sone nmajors lead to
singl e, specialized vocations such as: Accounting, Oimnal
Justice, Education, Nursing, and Social Wrk; other majors
prepare students for a variety of vocations such as: Comruni ca-
tion, Econom cs, Mathenmatics, Psychol ogy, and Soci ol ogy.

Labor, census, and counseling research indicate that current
col | ege graduates can expect to change careers anywhere from3-5
times during their adult lifetimes. Such career changes are due,
in part, to energing technol ogi es, geo-economc shifts in work
forces, in raw nmaterial |ocation changes, as well as purchasing
shifts. Such predictabl e career changes require nmenbers of the
work force to be adaptable, to be versatile, and to be able to be
retrained at mninmal cost and tine.

In ny lifetime, many vocations have di sappeared or have

radi cal |y changed. Exanples are: daily mlk delivery; slide rule



manuf acture; record player nmanufacture and repair; ice delivery
for ice boxes [before electronic refrigerators]; |local auto
nmechani cs; tel evision tube making [before transistors]; city
street car operation, repair, and manufacture; and bi g nai nfrane
conputer use. | have seen the energence of plastics, the
conputer, |lasers, the transistor, the space shuttle, mcro
surgery, industrial robots, and atomc energy in ny lifetine.
Your life will see even nore change and innovati on.

Going through college with single, narrow interests and foci
renders students | ess conpetent to shift to changi ng workpl ace
demands. Those students who wi den their interests and devel op
sharper skills are nore likely to be perceived by enpl oyers as
adapt abl e and restrainable and thus are nore likely to be chosen
for new or upgraded career noves.

Academ c mnors are such opportunities. Mnors are secon-
dary academc interests typically requiring 6-8 courses to
conplete. Rather than seeking a mnor closely allied to one's
maj or, students are better advised to enhance skill devel opnent
by taking a mnor. Exanples of skill devel opnent m nors incl ude:
artistic skills [ie: art, nusic, theatre], comrunication skills,
conputational skills [ie: mathematics, statistics, and conputer
science], history conpetence, an awareness of individual and
community health issues, philosophic understanding, scientific
awareness, and witing skills. |If your major does not require
these skills, it is wise to choose a mnor and take el ective
courses that will strengthen these areas. Being facile in nore

of these areas will render you nore versatile and abl e to adapt



to innovati ons.

Choosi ng what to take in college requires nore than choosi ng
convenient tinmes, favorite teachers, or fun courses; it requires
preparing for those 3-5 career changes that will force their way

into your lives. Course selection is serious business.



